
POPE COUNTY CUSD #1 
2021-2022  

Return to School Plan 
 

Pope County CUSD #1 Board of Education, Administrators, Faculty and Staff are 
looking forward to returning to the 21-22 school year.   

 
The following document outlines details of proposed COVID Health and Safety 

Protocols for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

Looking Forward: Back to School 2021-2022 
Proposed COVID-19 Health and Safety Protocols 

 
 

Face Coverings No Longer Required (Except on School Buses) 

 Face coverings will no longer be required for any student or staff member, 
however, masks may be worn by those who feel more comfortable doing so. 

 Mask wearing will be optional for all students and staff at PCCUSD #1. 
 However, the CDC recommends: masks should be worn indoors by all 

individuals (age 2 and older) who are not fully vaccinated. Consistent and correct 
mask use by people who are not fully vaccinated is especially important indoors 
and in crowded settings, when physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

 Face coverings will not be required in any educational space or activity with the 
exception of school buses.  

 Face coverings must be worn by all staff and students (regardless of vaccination 
status) on PCCUSD #1 school buses in alignment with a federal CDC mandate 
which is currently still in place. 

o  Per the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), anyone 

utilizing public transportation must wear a face covering at all times. This includes school 
buses.  

 At this time there has been no updated guidance on mask wearing for indoor 
extracurricular activities such as volleyball, basketball, and other events. 

 Pope County CUSD #1 reserves the right to implement additional masking 
requirements should there be a spike in school and/or community virus levels.  

COVID Immunizations Not Mandatory 
 

 PCCUSD #1 will continue to provide information to the community about COVID 
immunization opportunities as a courtesy for those who wish to access the 
vaccine. However, the COVID immunization will not be required for staff or 
students. If you would like to get the vaccine for yourself or your child, please 
contact your healthcare provider or the S7 Health Department for vaccine 
availability.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html#print


 PCCUSD staff will not ask if your student is vaccinated unless they are a close 
contact to an identified positive case.  

Quarantine Status 
 

 If a student comes to the office with symptoms, we will no longer require siblings 
to go home at that time. Only the student expressing symptoms will be required 
to go home. The symptomatic student will not be allowed back to school until an 
alternative diagnosis is provided by a physician, or the 10-day quarantine time 
has passed.  

 Should a student or staff member test positive for COVID, or show symptoms 
commonly associated with COVID, they will be asked to isolate for 10 days. 

 Students identified as a close contact (within 3 feet for longer than 15 
accumulated minutes) to the positive case will be required by the district to 
quarantine for the required 10 days after last contact.  (unless they provide 
documentation of being fully vaccinated). 

 

Physical Distancing Implemented 
 

 Physical distancing of 3 to 6 feet will be recommended to the greatest extent 
possible. 

Visitors in PCCUSD #1 Schools/Facilities Permitted 
 

 In the 2021-2022 school year, visitors will be permitted in schools as they were 
pre-COVID. Face coverings will not be required for visitors, however, they may 
wear one if they are more comfortable doing so. Remember it is recommended 
by the CDC to wear face coverings indoors in the school setting if not fully 
vaccinated.  

Field Trips Resume 

 Field trips will resume in 2021-2022. 

 
Athletics and Activities Resume as Normal 

 Athletics and activities will resume normal scheduling in 2021-2022 in partnership 
with IHSA, SIJHSAA and governing bodies. 

 Please note that guidance on mask wearing for indoor extracurricular activities 
has not been updated at this time.  



Facilities Rentals Resume 
 

 Facilities rentals will resume as normal in 2021-2022. 

Hand Hygiene 
 

 Pope County CUSD #1 will continue to encourage good hand hygiene, such as 
reminding students to wash hands after using the restroom, before meals, etc., 
and provide access to hand sanitizer stations. 

Breakfast and Lunch: 
 

 Breakfast will be served again in the classrooms. During last year our breakfast 
participation increase dramatically, and we can avoid the large crowds 
associated with eating in the cafeteria in the morning.  

 Lunch will be similar to last year’s routine.  
 Social distancing will be promoted during these times.  

 
Disinfection 
 

 Touchpoints (i.e. doorknobs, light switches, etc.) will continue to be disinfected 
throughout all buildings on a daily basis. 

 School buses will continue to be disinfected daily. 
 Teachers and staff will continue to have access to disinfectant supplies, including 

disinfecting spray, to clean high-touch areas regularly if desired. 
 Nightly disinfectant “fogging” of classrooms will continue as last school year.  

 

In addition to the protocols listed above, PCCUSD #1 will continue to encourage 

families to keep students at home when showing symptoms of illness. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing patience and partnership as we have navigated the 

COVID pandemic. We are looking forward to providing our students and staff with 

much more normalcy in the coming school year. 


